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MINISTER’S REPORT 

2020 State of the Church 
 

This was the opening paragraph of last year’s State of the Church report: 
 

“I began my ministry on August 21, 2018. This was officially my first full year here as Senior 
Minister. What a roller coaster of emotions and circumstances. Our community has been 
shaken with unthinkable tragedy after tragedy but NCC stepped up and brought aid and 
comfort to the people of Norton County. 
 
We cannot look back over 2019 and not acknowledge the heartbreak we suffered. NCC 
was involved in 21 funerals. These funerals ranged from infants to a 102-year-old member 
of our congregation. From children to young parents to the elderly, we saw death up close 
and personal. Our congregation stepped up and served every family’s needs during these 
dark days of loss.” 

 
2020 started out looking to be a banner year for our congregation then came March and Covid-19 
and everything changed. We had to close our building to communal worship and go totally online. 
Then our leadership developed a plan to meet at the Norton Lake for worship. Even though we had to 
stay in our vehicles we were at least being able to meet together. We met at the lake from April 19th 
through May 3rd. We were allowed to go back to limited cooperate worship on Mother’s Day, May 10th, 
after our leadership developed a County Health Department approved Covid Protocol Plan. Kellie 
Kramer resigned as our youth minister to stay home and take care of their new baby boy. Abbie 
Cochran, one of our church secretaries, resigned as well as they were preparing for the birth of their 
second child. So, the structure of our staff was in transition during this time as well. We brought on 
Garrett Rolland as Interim Youth Minister in April until we could hire a new Youth Minister. Garrett 
stepped up and did a fantastic job especially considering these circumstances. He was Interim Youth 
Minister till the end of December. He finished his Ministry time here by filling the pulpit for me on 
December 27th. We hired Heather Simmons as our new “Church Secretary” (more of an important role 
in the church than one will realize). She has done an outstanding job especially during this crisis.  
 
Romans 13:7 says, “Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then 
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.” That being the case there are several people I 
must thank for helping us get through 2020. I must thank our Elders. They met together every week from 
March 18th through the end of April. We prayed together for direction and healing. We kept up to date 
on all the latest reports on Covid-19. We organized an outreach to help deliver supplies to those who 
couldn’t leave their homes. And we kept searching for ways to safely return to congregational worship. 
I am very proud of these men and am honored to be able to work alongside them.  
 
I must thank our Deacons. Many of our ideas would not have happened if these men were not willing 
to step up and try some “out of norm” ideas.  
 
I want to thank Kellie Kramer; she had a very successful ministry here with the youth. This is evidenced 
by the number of young men and women who chose to attend a Bible college upon high school 
graduation. I need to thank Garrett Rolland and the youth sponsors for stepping up and keeping our 
youth groups together as best they could during 2020. And now we are excited to see what God has in 
store for our new Youth Minister, Evan Brandt, as he begins his ministry here in January of 2021.  
 
A huge thank you to Dan Skrdlant for all our sound and recording our online services and for getting all 
the equipment to the lake so we could hold services. Marvin Matchett for his willingness to air our lake 
services on KQNK. THANK YOU to our praise teams for their willingness to lead worship at the lake and to 
help revamp our Sunday Services to a mirror service format. And thank you, THANK YOU, to our 
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congregation for sticking with us and stepping up as well as stepping out. 2020 turned out to be a 
successful year because we all pulled together.  
 
I am very appreciative of the support my style of ministry has received from the members, other staff, as 
well as the Eldership. We have forced to try some new things this year and we saw great success.  
 
We are still in need of more volunteers on Sundays for our children’s programs, such as childcare. Our 
Deacons have stepped up to lead our KidzQuest program.  
 
Please take this time to review all the reports from our committees and thank them for their faithfulness 
to the Lord and service to His Church. You will discover that we have been successful in fulfilling the 
Great Commission.  
 
I want to personally thank everyone in this church for their love and support of our family. Vicky and I 
know we are loved and cared for here at NCC.  
 

- Nate Hagen 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
What a year! We started off 2020 with Kellie on maternity leave after having her son at the end of 
December. The Elders and sponsors ran the youth group activities from January through early March. 
Kellie decided at that time to step down and spend time being a new mom. I want to thank Kellie for 
all her hard work and dedication to the students during her time as the Youth Minister and wish her, 
Nathan and Macoy the best! Also, we were beginning the first month of the Coronavirus Pandemic. 
Lockdown, no toilet paper, etc.  
 
The Elders asked me if I would help lead the youth ministry until they were able to look for another youth 
minister candidate. I began on April 1st as the interim. As school was remote and we weren’t able to 
meet with the students in person, we did a Zoom study for the high school on Sunday evenings for April 
and May. We studied the book of Galatians.  
 
We started back to Sunday School on June 7th. On June 14th we held our Student Sunday, with them 
running the service and recognition of Seniors. Connor Hall gave a great message! We held the Senior 
banquet as well that evening at the Boller’s. We also filmed “Senior Spotlights” for each which played 
at the beginning of each week leading up to Student Sunday. June 20th was the NCHS graduation. 
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All the camps, at Lakeview, were in the month of July. It went well even though we hit a string of Covid-
19 cases in the area that slowed the number of campers. Luckily, the camp didn’t have any cases. We 
ended up sending several students that had a great time. Thanks to Lakeview and their willingness to 
have camp this summer! 
 
On July 31st through August 1st, we hosted our CIY Move “At” Norton conference. We ended up with 25, 
8th – 12th grade students from Norton and Northern Valley, plus several amazing sponsors at the event. 
We had a lot of fun playing kickball, building cardboard boats, rubber chicken karaoke and just 
hanging out. It was also an impactful weekend, we talked about letting the Holy Spirit revive us as well 
as going out and reviving our community and world through the Holy Spirit. A big thank you to Katelyn 
Skrdlant for all her hard work on CIY At Norton! 
 
We had a special surprise for dinner Saturday night, as Brad and Brant Cox flew to Salina and brought 
us back Chick-Fil-A. The Salina store is managed by Denise (VanDeWege) Martin, her and her husband 
Kyle Martin, son of Jan and Cherry Martin who were long time members here at NCC are from the 
Almena/Norton area. She and Chick-Fil-A donated 50 chicken sandwich dinner boxes to us. Thank you 
to Denise and Chick-Fil-A! 
 

 
 
We had the Fall Kick-Off events on August 30th for high school and September 2nd for Junior High. On 
September 23rd we did “Prayer at The Pole” for both junior high and high school. On September 30th, 
the junior high students took welcome baskets to the new doctors at the Heaton Building. The youth 
participated in Faith in Action cleaning up the football field and Eisenhower playground. Thanks to 
Matt and Jessica Ledbetter for leading that, I was out of town. 
 

 



  

6 
On November 1st, we had a campfire with hot dog and s’more roast out at my in-laws’ house, Bill and 
Susan Lowry. This was a great way to get outside and hang out together. We packed Operation 
Christmas Child boxes on November 15th for high school and November 18th for junior high. We packed 
100 boxes each! 
 

   
 
Our Thanksgiving party was cancelled due to my family and I getting Covid. This was a sign of things to 
come in the last months of 2020, as we had a large amount of people getting it and/or in quarantine. 
Our attendance was up and down during this period.  
 
We ended our year with Christmas parties for the high school on December 13th and junior high on 
December 16th.  
 
The high school studied the Gospel of John through the Fall Semester. In Sunday School we went 
through the books of Galatians and 1 Peter with Kyle Idleman. Then a series on Doctrine and the book 
of James with Francis Chan. The junior high went through several series in the Grow Curriculum, dealing 
with their Identity in Christ and what gifts you get from God and how do you use them.  
 
We rostered 33 high school students and 51 junior high students over the Fall Semester.  
 
Thank you to all the sponsors that have helped out this year, we couldn’t do it without you! 
 
Junior High: 
Matt Ledbetter, Sam Field, Joy Johnson, Nataley Schumaker, Janine Shearer, Andrea Rolland and Seth 
Henrickson 
 
High School: 
Joy Johnson, Jennie Patterson, Hally VanSkike, Daniel Field and Sam Field 
 
We pray that this year will be much better as we get covid behind us and try to get back to “normal” 
with trips and meeting getting easier. We are looking forward to Evan Brandt coming on board to be 
our Youth Minister, he will do a great job! 
 

- Garrett Rolland 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Baptisms 
Sharolyn Gitchel! ! January 7! ! ! Christian Towne! ! August 9!
Rick Gitchel! ! ! January 7! ! ! Kristy Towne! ! ! August 9!
Cody Bredemeier! ! January 7! ! ! Heather Simmons! ! September 5!
Cody Duane Wait! ! February 5! ! ! Natalie Simmons! ! September 5!
Trevan Enfield!! ! June 6!! ! ! Melissa Fowler!! ! September 20!
Charli Enfield  !! ! July 24!! ! ! Shawnda Jones! ! September 20!
Henry David Danso! ! August 2!
Heston timothy Sprigg! August 2!
Owen Brown ! ! ! August 7!
Justin Wilhite! ! ! August 9 

Transfers 
Deb Canaday! ! August 24!
Scott Gegg! ! ! August 24! !  !
Bev Gegg! ! ! August 24!
Brad Larson! ! ! August 24!
Lesia Larson! ! ! August 24 

DEATHS 
ONETA ZELLMER WALKER JANUARY 11 
ALETA BROOKS  JANUARY 18 
DEANNA GEORGESON MARCH 11 
BOB UNDERWOOD  MARCH 17 
MICHAEL COFFEY  MARCH 17 
VI BELDEN   MARCH 19 
JACK BARNARD  MARCH 27 
ARLEN RUHNKE  MAY 29 
VADIS MADDEN  JUNE 8 
B.J. MELVIN   AUGUST 1 
FLOYD MCKIE   AUGUST 15 
CHARLOTTE ROBERTS  OCTOBER 18 
HELEN RHEA   OCTOBER 16 
DONNA HALE   OCTOBER 24     
MAXINE HARBERS  OCTOBER 30 
MARIANNE MCKINLEY DECEMBER 29 

WEDDINGS 
 
 

JULY 18       
       LAUREN MORDECAI & CALEB UTZ 

 
                                    OCTOBER 24  

        STEPHANIE GUTIERREZ & TYLER GRAHAM 
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BOARD MEMBERS 2020 

Elders 

Phil Henrickson   Lucas Melvin   Term Expires 2020 
John Ruder    Brad Cox** 
 
David Sprigg   Patrick Hall    Term Expires 2021 
Dan Skrdlant 
 
Garrett Beydler*        Term Expires 2022 
 

Deacons 

Ray Mizell    Clint Cox    Term Expires 2020 
Gary Beikman   Matt Ledbetter 
Aaron Hale 
 
John Hanlon   Craig Renner    Term Expires 2021 
Bill Johnson    Arlen Ruhnke 
Don Mordecai   Nathan Kramer 
Shane Schumaker   Jimmy Todd 
 
Garrett Rolland   Samuel Field    Term Expires 2022 
Jody Enfield    Tyler Rutherford* 
Ryan Kats 
 

Trustees 

  Keith Hauser       Term Expires 2020 
  Gary Rolland      Term Expires 2021 
  Steve Mathes      Term Expires 2022 
 
 
 
 
 

* Designates Chairmen 
** Designates Chairman of the Board 
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BOARD MEMBERS OF 2021 

Elders 

David Sprigg   Patrick Hall    Term Expires 2021 
Dan Skrdlant 
 
Garrett Beydler*        Term Expires 2022 
 
Phil Henrickson   Lucas Melvin   Term Expires 2023 
John Ruder    Brad Cox** 
 

Deacons 

John Hanlon   Craig Renner   Term Expires 2021 
Don Mordecai   Jimmy Todd 
 
Garrett Rolland   Tyler Rutherford*   Term Expires 2022 
Jody Enfield    Ryan Kats 
 
Ray Mizell    Clint Cox    Term Expires 2023 
Gary Beikman   Matt Ledbetter 
Aaron Hale 
 

Trustees 

  Gary Rolland      Term Expires 2021 
  Steve Mathes      Term Expires 2022 
  Keith Hauser       Term Expires 2020 
 
 
 
 

* Designates Chairmen 
** Designates Chairman of the Board 
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ELDERS 
2020 was a challenging year for NCC as well as the rest of our country. As Elders, much 
time was spent deciding how to keep our church building open and as safe as possible. 
Thanks to the KS Dept. of Wildlife and Parks for allowing us to hold church at the lake for a 
period of time. Through it all, I believe NCC was an inspiration to the Norton Community. 
Giving remained steady, and overall, attendance was good, with some watching via 
Facebook or through other social media. As always, The Lord provided a way.  
 
My hat is off to Nate for his steadfastness during this trying time. Personally, I thank God 
regularly for sending him and his family to our church. Nate’s passion kept us moving 
forward, always finding a way to spread the Good News and comfort those in need, no 
matter how difficult the task was. While many churches stayed closed, NCC led the way 
to bring the gospel message to our area and the world.  
 
I would like to give Garrett Rolland a special thank you for stepping up and becoming our 
interim youth pastor after Kellie left us. Garrett did a fine job of filling in during a tough 
time. Thanks also to Heather Simmons, our newest church secretary. Heather brings a 
pleasant willing spirit to our office and does an outstanding job. Likewise, I would like to 
say thank you to the rest of the staff for their faithfulness and service.  
 
Thank you also to the church membership for your involvement, support and work within 
the many areas of our church. Your continued willingness to serve makes our church an 
effective outreach for God. Please pray that we, as Elder’s, make wise decisions and 
continually seek God’s will as we make decisions concerning our church.  

- Garrett Beydler 
 

DEACONS 
This year has definitely been something. Covid of course shut down visits to Whispering 
Pines and the Andbe Home. But we have regained traction on still going to people’s 
homes and I know they truly appreciate that. We are trying to do what we can, when we 
can.  
 
Faith in Action was another great success story thanks to all that helped out. Many things 
were accomplished on that day. It’s important to have positive vibes going into 2021! 
We’re looking forward to serving this church and its members in any capacity.  

God Bless 
Tyler Rutherford 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2021 

NORTON CHRISTIAN CHURCH  2021 COMMITTEES 
Christian Education Evangelism Buildings and Grounds 
Garrett Rolland **  David Sprigg** * Gary Beikman** 
Susan Anthony Alan Hale Garrett Beydler* 
Ray Mizell Phil Henrickson* John Ruder* 
Jody Enfield Doug Strayer Bill Johnson 
Tyler Rutherford Mary Jo Montgomery Ed Witt 
Brad Cox* Bill Johnson Bill Beale 
Evan Brandt Jim & Carolyn Plotts Steve Mathes 
Neva Beydler  Joan Hale 
Matt Ledbetter Missions Karen Glenn 
 Sandy Preuss** Jim Dykens 
 Lucas Melvin* Scott Evans 
Worship Angela Melvin  
Craig Renner** Barney Cox Stewardship 
John Ruder* Susan Anthony Gary Rolland ** 
Dan Skrdlant* Brant Cox Cheri Renner 
Alan & Joan Hale Bill Beale Karen Glenn 
Don Mordecai Melba Witt Brad Cox* 
Jennifer Ruder Merlynn Colip Aaron Hale 
John & Dana Hanlon Patrick & Jill Hall  
Aaron Hale Garrett Beydler Memorial 
Diana Enfield  Phil Henrickson** * 
  David Sprigg* 
Sub-Fellowship 
Committee   Joy Johnson  
Ann Cox-Summer Picnic AWANA Karen Glenn 
Ann Cox - M. Day Julie Douglas** Cheri Renner 
Ann Cox - F. Day Gary Beikman  
Jill Hall-Pastor App. Pat Douglas Scholarship 
Dana Hanlon-Caroling Amye Jones Keith Hauser** 
Easter Clint & Corrine Cox Evan Brandt 
 Don & Cindy Mordecai Brad Cox* 
Sub- Sound Dan Skrdlant* David Sprigg* 
Dan Skrdlant* Nominating App.in Feb. Lucas Melvin* 
Keith Hauser  Patrick Hall * 
Lucas Melvin*  Pat Douglas 
  Ed Witt 
  Garrett Rolland 
   
   
** Chairman  * Elder   
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MISSIONS 
Jesus said in Matthew 28:19 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you and surely I am with you always to the very end 
of the age.” 
 
At the beginning of the year, for our March Mission Madness, we planned to have 
missionaries speak at each service in March but because of the Covid-19 virus, we were 
only able to have three. On March 1st, Darel Boston, Diane Enfield, Melba and Ed Witt 
showed pictures and spoke about their trip to North Burma Christian Mission. Mary Flin from 
TUMI (The Urban Ministry Institute of Topeka) spoke about her work with the incarcerated 
women in the Topeka Prison on March 8th and on March 15th, Tom and Eva Hawks from 
Bent Nail Ministries spoke concerning their work in taking groups on mission trips and 
building the tiny houses. Each Sunday we were also giving to the congregation, bulletin 
inserts showing at least two missionaries and an explanation of their location and work. 
Our plan was to continue through the month of March and part of April distributing these 
bulletin inserts so the congregation would be more aware of the missionaries the church 
supports. But all of this was halted because of the Covid-19 virus quarantine.  
 
In keeping with our missionary theme in March, we decided to serve a few dishes from 
foreign countries at the fellowship dinner held on March 8th. Several individuals helped 
prepare the foods from these recipes.  
 
During the summer Brent and Robin Kejr moved to North Carolina where Brent began 
working with Samaritan’s Purse. The funds they had been receiving were split and are now 
going to Rachel Owsley working through Pioneer Bible Translators and Roger Fletcher of 
LivingStone International University in Africa.  
 
There are now 13 missions or missionaries that receive funds monthly from the Church.  
Each month there are other missions or missionaries that are selected to receive funds 
from the discretionary fund. Selection is based on their needs or mission activities. Usually 
there are four 5th Sunday offerings in a year that are taken for missionaries but this year we 
were only able to have two. The August offering was given to Gather the Outcasts, Jim 
Rowh and the November offering was given to Miriam’s Hope, Luke and Corina Kliewer, 
Oberlin. Financial information on missions can be found in the financial section of the 
annual report. 
 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Sandy Preuss, !
! ! ! ! ! ! !   Mission Committee Member 
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THE HAVEN 
The board and guests of The Haven were still reeling from the death of our beloved manager, Lori 
Shields, when 2020 rolled around. We had gathered ourselves back together and were pressing on. We 
felt the best way to honor Lori was to “keep on keepin’ on.” And that’s what we did.  
 
We continued to serve the families of men incarcerated at Norton Correctional Facility with an 
economic home-away-from-home at The Haven and to serve the community with affordable housing 
consisting of seven, one-bedroom apartments. Our apartments remain almost constantly full. 
 
It was business as usual… until March when Covid hit our country, affecting every walk of life, every 
business and every person. The Haven was immediately affected by the shut-down. Families could no 
longer come visit, so we no longer had our regular weekend guests. Economically, that has hit the 
ministry pretty hard, but praise God, we kept all of our renters. That income has sustained The Haven, 
just barely. 
 
On the flip-side of that issue, of course, is the fact that the shut-down and quarantines affected some 
of our renters who were shorted on paychecks, which in turn caused them to sometimes short their rent 
checks. It will all come out even in the end, but until then, we make ends meet. 
 
Like any home, The Haven has set expenses: insurance, utilities, lawncare, housekeeping, and cable 
(which we provide at no cost to our renters). One of our fundraising efforts was to sell jalapeno poppers 
for Super Bowl Sunday. We sold about 20 dozen poppers and even though customers were very 
generous, we still only made a little over $300. Not Sure if we will repeat that in 2021. It was lots of effort 
for not too much reward.  
 
Nikki Bazan continues to be our manager, although there is nothing to “manage” right now. She and 
her four children have moved into their own house, which she felt was better for her family. And, we 
totally support her decision. She remains committed to helping in any way she can.  
 
Dwight Barrett has come on board as our maintenance man. What a God-send he has been! He pays 
half of his rent in cash and works 20 hours per month for the other half (I know he works more than 20 
hours). I told him The Haven was getting the best end of that bargain, because he is very conscientious 
about his work.  
 
Kevin Edgett is the yard-man. He mows and weed-eats in the summer and shovels snow and spreads 
ice-melt in the winter. He takes a great deal of pride in his work. He is compensated for his work with 
deductions taken from his rent.  
 
Joy Gibson is our long-standing housekeeper. She is dedicated to The Haven and what we do. She 
prides herself in keeping the house in order and always ship-shape… even when we throw last minute 
or mid-week guests at her. (We still offer housing to families coming to pick an inmate up when their 
sentence is complete.) 
 
Doug and Sherry Strayer remain on the board of directors and we have added a new member in the 
person of Sommer Yocum from Prairie View. Jim Plotts remains President of the board and Carolyn is the 
secretary/treasurer. We would, ideally, like to add one more board member.   
 
2021 will be a challenging year but we are up to the task! 

- Carolyn Plotts 
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LORI’S PLACE 
Last year the construction of an emergency shelter for battered women, stranded motorists or 
anyone needing short-term shelter was begun. Lori’s Place was named in honor of our manager, 
Lori Shields, who was the victim of domestic violence. The church was instrumental in raising funds 
for work to begin. Some funding was provided by the Dane G. Hansen Foundation and also some 
SPARK money was awarded to the project by the City of Norton. 
 
Like any remodeling project, initial estimates fell short. Electrical work almost overwhelmed us. But it 
was a massive job, so we shouldn’t have been surprised. Flooring and cabinetry were also major 
expenses. Jim Plotts has been the general contractor, but Cody Linner also stepped up and 
volunteered to install the sheetrock. Dwight Barrett (our maintenance man) has also assisted Jim 
with the finish work.  
 
Covid and the shut-down had a negative impact on our timeline and I have been telling 
everyone we are almost there for several months now. However, the end is in sight. Finishing 
touches are being addressed and moving in furniture will be the next step. 
 
An open house will be held very soon to introduce the shelter to the community and to thank all 
the supporters who made this possible. 
 
** The Lori Shields Memorial Garage Sale will be held again this year to help fund the project. 

- Carolyn Plotts 

THE PRISON MINISTRY 
This annual report might well be the shortest in history. There has been no in-person prison ministry 
since March when Covid caused the closure of outsiders into Norton Correctional Facility. 
 
At the time Jim and Carolyn Plotts, Steve Skubal, Bob and Ila Virgil and Brad and Lesia Larson were 
all actively involved with spreading The Gospel at NCF. Bible Study groups were held in Minimum 
and Medium security units on Friday nights plus Chapel services, in Medium, on Sunday. 
 
Anywhere between 50 and 80 men were involved in one or the other (or both) of those religious 
call-outs. A call-out is how an announcement of the meeting is referred to. The men are called out 
to any number of meetings they may be involved with. 
 
When our personal appearance was not allowed any longer, Jim and Carolyn received permission 
from Chaplain Kats to produce a written Bible study which they delivered every Tuesday morning 
to the prison’s mailroom. Included in their envelope was an in-depth Bible study, a personal letter 
to the men and a Bible Word Search puzzle or a Bible Crossword puzzle. Something to challenge 
them in their daily walk, but also something personal to let them know we had not forgotten them. 
 
The first week of October, even that communication was disallowed by the prison administration. 
We are allowed to mail Bible studies to three men who had been sent to Stockton from the Norton 
facility. 
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It’s not exactly a ministry, but The Haven acts as a clearing house for funds for the Wheels for the 
World and Bikes for Youngsters program that operates at Norton Correctional. Many of the men 
involved with our groups are also employed in the bike and wheelchair repair shop.  
 
We have always attended their annual Christmas party with food supplied through their efforts 
and money generated by selling scrap metal from non-usable bicycles donated to the program. 
This year that was not possible and with the low price of scrap metal the program was not going to 
be able to provide any kind of Christmas party for the men.  
 
An appeal was made to the church to donate $250 to the program and that was used to 
purchase two Subway sandwiches and chips for the men. They provided their own soft drinks. Mr. 
Joe Annon, who is the officer in charge of the work crew was very appreciative for the funding.  
 
We hope and pray 2021 will see us back “inside”! 

- All NCF Volunteers 
 

GRIEF MINISTRY 
When a grieving family includes children, we give them coloring books and picture books 
which helps the whole family. We give the families a list of resource including websites and 
uplifting pamphlets to help the family heal.  

In Him, 

Rosalie McMullen 

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES 
This year we changed the emphasis of the college boxes, we did not send a box stuffed 
with treats and snacks. Instead, we put the focus on prayer and spiritual growth. We sent a 
scripture bookmark with a devotion to go with the scripture. Each packet also contained 
a 2-page letter of testimony. The first letter was from Darrell Boston, the second letter was 
from Sam Field and the third letter was from Garrett Rolland.  We also included a gift card 
in each packet. Subway was first followed by Pizza Hutt and then Sonic.  
 
We urge you to pray for all our young people. Please pray for their spiritual growth and 
that God would continue to protect them from evil. When you have an opportunity 
please tell each young person you are praying for them. They need our prayers.  
 

Thanks for your prayerful concern of our youth, 

Rosalie McMullen 
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 
I would like to thank all the building and grounds committee members that served in the year of 
2020. They are Ed Witt, Bill Beale, Steve Mathis, Garrett Beydler, Bill Johnson, John Ruder, Karen 
Glenn and Joan Hale.  
 
This year at the church there was a new sink and faucet installed in the communion prep area. 
The fence in the backyard of parsonage #1 has been ordered and will be installed this spring. The 
small refrigerator/freezer in the kitchenette went bad and was replaced with a new beverage 
cooler. With a new youth minister hired there was a lot of painting and cleaning done at 
parsonage #2. The youth center and Cubby’s room in the basement was painted and new carpet 
was installed. The resource room was painted. The youth minister’s office was painted and new 
carpet was placed in the senior minister’s office. New signs were ordered and hung.  I would like to 
thank all of the people that helped with these projects.  
 

        
 
As we enter the year of 2021 let me know if there are any projects or concerns about the church 
that we could improve on.  

- Gary Beikman 
 

EVANGELISM 
In a recent meditation I talked about the pandemic that our country and whole world is in and 
how it affects each and every one of us and leads to death. I was referring to the SIN pandemic. 
Matthew 10:28 says “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be 
afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
 
Our goal is to reach and save for eternity as many souls as possible. In addition to what we have 
done in the past: teacher appreciation, new visitor welcome gifts, mailing costs, funding 
scholarships to Financial Peace University, and help with Faith in Action costs, the evangelism 
committee also helped get the Word out by sponsoring our services on the radio and providing 
funds to the prison to sponsor a Christmas presentation and lunch. Thank you for your faithful 
giving! We will prayerfully strive to be excellent stewards of the Lord’s resources. 

Respectfully, 
David Sprigg 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
We did our best in 2020! Our committee meets regularly before each new Sunday School quarter 
to discuss the programs that we have the privilege of overseeing. These programs include Sunday 
School (both adult and children’s), youth groups, small group bible studies, Extended Session and 
the summer camp program. 
 
Sunday School began January with the Winter Quarter. In the adult classes Garrett Beydler taught 
Galatians downstairs and Brad Cox and Tyler Rutherford taught 13 Lessons in Christian Doctrine in 
the Quo Vadis. Kelli Scott was our Superintendent and oversaw the pre-school through Junior High 
classes. 
 
Nate, Dan Skrdlant and I traveled to the Ozark Christian College Preaching and Teaching 
Conference in Joplin, MO, in February. Kellie and Nathan met us there, along with their new baby. 
We learned a lot of good information to bring back to our church and many ministries.  
 
We started Spring Quarter in March but it was short lived. The Covid-19 pandemic set in and we 
had to cancel all of our regular events. Tyler Rutherford and Patrick Hall taught briefly in the adult 
classes before we went into the lockdown. 
 
When we came back to church, we were able to start the High School Sunday School back up, in 
June, and celebrate our graduating Seniors and have Student Sunday and the Senior Banquet on 
June 14th. We didn’t start regular Sunday School back up until August but did Extended Session 
and KidzQuest. Kelli Scott decided to resign as Sunday School Superintendent during this period, 
we thank her for all her hard work! Neva Jo Beydler took over and has been doing a great job! 
 
In July, we took several students to camp at Lakeview. They shrunk their entire camp season into 
the month of July. Also, we were able to host CIY At Norton for our High School students. This was a 
remote option of the conference we usually attend in Lincoln, Nebraska, that was cancelled due 
to Covid. 
 
The last part of our Summer Quarter and beginning of Fall Quarter began in August. As we went 
back to school, we started the Sunday Schools back up. The adult classes were taught by Garrett 
Beydler, Ephesians, downstairs and Ryan Kats taught on Philippians in the Quo Vadis. We also 
added new Junior High teachers with Kim Kasson and Kelly Brooks. We thank the Mordecai’s for 
their years of service in this class! 
 
In the middle of November, we had to shut down Sunday School again and go back to Covid 
protocols due to the increase in cases, here in Norton County. The good thing that happened in 
that month was that we packed over 200 Operation Christmas Child boxes from our congregation 
and both Junior High and High School youth groups. We had a fun competition to raise money for 
the shipping by putting Nebraska, OU, KU, and K-State jars out and asking for donations. The 
winner would get to dress Nate in their team’s attire at church the final Sunday. Congrats to the 
Oklahoma Sooners, we’ll get you next year! 
 
The year ended with our annual Christmas program for the kids on December 20th. A big thank you 
to Cindy Mordecai, Lauren Utz and everyone involved with the program! We had Christmas parties 
for youth group and made plans to go back to normal (we hope) in January 2021! 

- Garrett Rolland 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School Superintendent started for me August 23, 2020 – Promotion Sunday, the 
themes “Stepping Up”. New classes were introduced by MC Brad Cox, prayed over by 
Dan Skrdlant and Nate Hagen when balloons were launched, followed by snacks. Thank 
you, Deb and Vicky, for filling the balloons; thanks to Linda and Ed Keith for arranging the 
cookies, and the bakers that made the delicious cookies. Promotion Sunday was an 
exciting start but was followed by disappointment when Sunday School was closed for at 
least two months due to Covid.  
 
Listed below are the teachers that were serving our children at the end of year. We are 
using Answers in Genesis curriculum for Little Tykes through Junior High. 
 
Nursery     Need 
Toddlers     Need 
Little Tykes     Mandy Schumaker, Ashley Kats 
Beginners     Julie Douglas 
First Grade     Sammette Rolland, Charla & Dave Sprigg 
Second & Third Grade   Clint & Corinne Cox, Jessica & Matt Ledbetter 
Fourth, Fifth, & Sixth Grade  Phil & Jennifer Henrickson, Luke & Holly VanSkike,  
      Cindy Mordecai 
Junior High     Kim & Kirk Kasson, Kelly Brooks 
High School     Garrett Rolland 
 
Thank you teachers for sharing your time and your talents. I know there are many that 
have taught or helped that I have not mentioned. There are numerous adult teachers that 
need mentioning but I know I would miss too many of you. We thank you! 
 
“Direct me in the path of Your Commands, for there I find delight. Turn my heart toward 
Your statutes, and not toward selfish gain. Turn my eyes away from worthless things; 
Preserve my life according to Your Word.”      Psalm 119:35-37 
 

- Neva Jo Beydler 

FUNERAL DINNERS 
The Mission of the Funeral Dinner committee is to provide a meal and a time of fellowship for 
grieving families of the Church and community. 
 
This year we served 8 funeral dinners, 6 families requesting the ham, funeral potatoes, green 
beans, bread, salad and deserts. The other 2 families requested sandwiches which consisted of 
ham or turkey with chips, salads and deserts. We served approximately 440 people, considerably 
less than the previous year. Plastic gloves and masks were used some, depending on families 
request or how many people where there. The donations we receive to help pay for the food and 
supplies are greatly appreciated. Because of the Covid-19 virus, the church was unable to have 
the Good Friday Service thus did not serve this lunch as we have done for several years.  
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Ladies working in the kitchen were Bev Wilken, Shirley Stutterheim, Donna Mintzmyer, Linda Keith, 
Janice Beale, Susan Anthony, Samette Rolland, Pat Bohl, Heather Collins, Karen Glenn, Gloria 
Cole, Sherry Rushton, Sharon Schulze and Sandy Preuss. Lily & LeAnne Beikman also helped serve 
the tea and coffee for us at one funeral dinner. Approximately 75 salads and desserts were 
furnished by the ladies of our church. We greatly appreciate all those individuals willing to furnish 
the salads and the deserts as well as help work the dinners.  
 
Bev Wilen and Sandy Preuss are co-chairmen with Shirley Stutterheim and Donna Mintzmyer as 
back-ups. Janice Beale is the treasurer. Appreciate Sharon, Karen, and Heather in calling or giving 
us the information about the funeral and greatly appreciate Mary Byler for being willing to call 
individuals for the salads and deserts. A big thank you to Dustan for setting up the tables and 
chairs and Nate for helping pick up the trays.  
 

! Sandy Preuss, !
Funeral Committee Member 

WORSHIP 
The 2020 worship committee, in my mind, stepped up its game in 2021.  We put on outside church 
services at the lake, we added a fourth worship team, we gained a new sound person and now 
we even have a 5th Sunday worship team.  Services look and run a lot different than last year but 
seem to have taken on a familiarity with our congregation.  We now run mirrored services and the 
more traditional service-minded members of our congregation have been very patient and loving 
as we now sing less hymns than in the past.  We have a strong group of musicians and I am 
thankful for their talents. 

Our committee encompasses several different areas that help make our worship experience a 
good one.  We deal with communion supplies, equipment, sermon materials, etc.  The church 
enhanced our worship experience by purchasing more wireless microphones, updated our video 
equipment, replaced old microphone stands and boosted our amplifying power to make our 
sermons effective in person and online for those who cannot attend in person.  

Special committees also fall under the worship budget.  They include Easter, Mother and Father’s 
Day, the church picnic, Pastor appreciation, IF Gathering, Hanging of the Greens and Christmas 
caroling.  These are headed up by Ann Cox, Jill Hall and Dana Hanlon.  Thank you, ladies, for 
making these activities an integral part of our church.  It has been a joy to see the church 
continue to fulfill its mission.  I am thankful for all the help, participation and encouragement 
everyone has given this year. 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! --Craig Renner!

MEMORIALS 
We received memorials from: Aleta Brooks (February), Arlen Ruhnke (July), Maxine Harbers 
(November). We bought 4 tables with Mary Keith, June Kline and Donna Hale Memorials. BJ 
Melvin’s Memorial was given to Men’s Encounter.  

Dave Sprigg, Joy Johnson, Cheri Renner, Karen Glenn and Phil Henrickson 
Memorial Committee 
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AWANA 

Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed – 2nd Timothy 2:15 
 
AWANA has faced challenges this year due to the pandemic. For this reason, we shortened our 
2020/2021 year to 20 weeks instead of 30-32 weeks in a typical year. We had to cancel two weeks 
(October 21st and November 18th) so far due to illnesses, outbreaks, or out of caution. These two 
weeks will be completed at the end of our scheduled year. With our leader paced program, the 
Leaders from each level created condensed criteria to teach the clubbers the important 
information while considering the content where possible. We plan on going back to a 30-31week 
year for 2021/2022. 
 
We are blessed with over 69 volunteers filling various needs and positions, including leaders, 
security, cooks, games director, listeners, secretary, large group leaders, and sound booth. 
 
We have 91 clubbers enrolled in AWANA this year with our weekly attendance ranging from 44 to 
78 clubbers. We also have five clubbers completing our program from their home with the help of 
a parent. Our church has three different Awana clubs this year that meet on Wednesday nights to 
serve our youth. We were not able to offer Puggles for our nursery age this year.  
 
“With an unwavering commitment to the gospel, Awana is giving children and youth from every 
background an opportunity to know, love and serve Jesus for a lifetime. Awana provides 
opportunities for kids to put their trust in Jesus Christ and learn to faithfully follow Him.” 
 
Cubbies celebrates the spiritual potential of preschoolers (3 to 5 years old) by helping them 
develop respect for God, His Son and His Word. The Cubbies club helps lead these children to God 
early so they will respect and trust Him for life. Joan Hale and John Hanlon are our Cubbies 
Directors with additional four helpers. There are 11 registered Cubbies. 
 
Sparks ignites the curiosity of early elementary age kids to learn about the people and events of 
the Bible, building a foundation of wisdom for knowing Christ. Sparks is divided into three years, 
each with a unique rank: HangGlider, WingRunner and SkyStormer. Each year, Sparks clubbers 
explore the biographies of people of the Bible from a new portion of Scripture; memorize Bible 
verses and complete handbook activities. We have 36 registered Sparks. Kayla Rutherford is our 
Sparks Director. Holly VanSkike, Kelly Brooks, Natalie Linner, Cheri Renner, Norman Kats and 
Jennifer Henrickson are our leaders. Austyn Cox is our 1st Grade Youth Leader. Sparks has 13 
listeners.  
 
T&T engages third through sixth graders by answering their questions about God and the Bible, 
guiding them through this pivotal life stage to grow in Christ’s grace. Handbooks and large-group 
lessons deepen a child’s knowledge about God and His Word and teaches how to put that 
knowledge into action in everyday life. We have 44 registered T&T. Julie Douglas is our T&T Director. 
Corinne Cox, Jessica Ledbetter, Amye Jones, Tyler Rutherford, Luke VanSkike, Shane Schumaker, 
Barb Ruhnke, Cindy Mordecai and Sue Ann Skrdlant are our T&T Leaders. T&T has 16 listeners. 
 

Julie Douglas 
Awana Commander 
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GATHERING 
MISSION: To connect women in our church and community with Jesus Christ and each 
other. 
 
PROCESS:  
Spring 2020 brought a wonderful IF: Norton event to our church in early March. It would 
prove to be our final Gathering of the program year due to Covid.  
 
We decided last winter (pre-Covid) that Gathering would be most effective by shifting our 
model from a large group monthly gathering to a small group format – taking the tables 
out of the church for more individually and deeper connection. We were therefore 
already planning for a format that was Covid friendly and were ready to implement this 
fall.  
 
2020 – 2021 YEAR: 
We held an outdoor launch meeting in September to announce our new format and to 
introduce available studies. We currently have nine small groups that gather weekly/every 
other week following personally chosen curriculum and in unique formats. Some meet via 
Zoom, some in homes, some at the church where social distancing can be maintained. 
Each study group is led by 1 – 2 women from our community and is shepherded by a 
member of the Vision Team. Some have experienced significant challenges with Covid so 
are still establishing themselves while other groups are secure and strong. We are in the 
process of on-ramping women into the groups for the New Year and very much 
understand that organic, life on life ministry is vital in these difficult days. 
 
VISSION TEAM MEMBERS: 
Cindy Boller 
Ann Cox 
Sam Hager 
Jill Hall 
Shirley Todd 
 
LOOKING AHEAD: 
We will continue in small study groups throughout this school year and will be offering our 
IF: Norton event within these groups. Please pray with us that during these uncertain times 
the relationships and sharing between women will continue to deepen and to honor God 
as we seek His wisdom, peace and hope. May we be instruments of His love in our 
community. Women can join groups at any time so please reach out if you, or someone 
you know, would like to connect in this way.  
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STEWARDSHIP 
The Stewardship Committee is pleased (and relieved) to report to you that NCC has          
closed out 2020 in a healthy position financially.  Everyone involved did an excellent  
job of navigating through this difficult year and all of the Committees have kept their  
budgets in check.  This has resulted in collectively ending the year $70,143.91 under      
the spending budget. 

    Although giving understandably lagged behind at times, by the close of 2020 our 
    congregation’s committed tithes and offerings surpassed the budget by $11,604.46.    

 The proposed 2021 budget is set at $382,426.00 with only minor adjustments in most line 
items and committee funding.  It has been a standing tradition to increase Mission’s 
monthly 5% every year – a tradition that this committee would hope would continue.       

 It would be our summary that this report reflects a very committed, tithing-minded 
congregation (regardless of circumstances) and accountable stewards of God’s 
resources at every level of service.       

Respectfully Submitted 
         2020 Stewardship Committee 
         Gary Rolland – Chairman 
         Cheri Renner, Kare Glenn, Brad Cox 
 
 

Committees 2020 Budget Actual Expenses Compared to Budget 2021 Budget 

Buildings & Grounds 68,040.00 60,484.16 7,555.84 68,790.00 

Christian Education 16,640.00 6,224.68 10,415.32 16,490.00 

Christian Education YM 24,800.00 6,161.71 18,638.29 22,050.00 

AWANA 10,000.00 9,662.82 337.08 10,000.00 

Evangelism 4,600.00 6,348.75 (1,748.75) 5,900.00 

Missions Monthly 43,473.00 43,473.00 0.00 45,660.00 

Mission Monthly Allotment 5,580.00 5,580.00 0.00 5,856.00 

Other Missions 8,480.00 8,480.00 0.00 8,480.00 

Stewardship 15,250.00 10,606.35 4,643.65 15,250.00 

Worship 12,950.00 7,146.15 5,803.85 12,950.00 

Salaries 171,000.00 146,501.47 24,498.53 171,000.00 

EOY Totals 380,813.00 310,669.09 70,143.91 382,426.00 

 

         2020 Budget   Actual Giving  Compared to Budget 

    Undesignated Giving         380,813.00      392,417.46         +11,604.46 
    2020 Expenses        -310,669.09 
    Carryover         +81,748.37  
 
    2018 Ford van Purchase             -19,405.00 
    East Lot Purchase            -23,334.00 
    Carryover           39,009.37 
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ANNUAL RESPONSIBILITES 
JANUARY !

• Installation of officers - 1st Sunday of January !
• Have new Board Chairman sign contracts !
• Stewardship committee to present church budget to congregation on or before 3rd Sunday for reviewing !
• Vote on budget 4th Sunday !
• Annual meeting on 4th Sunday !
• Renew Scholarships !
• Elder/Deacon leadership retreat !
• Look for summer interns !

!
FEBRUARY !

• Nominating committee appointed by board chairman announced no later than 1st Sunday !
!

APRIL !
• Publish in the church paper and bulletin on or by the 1st and 3rd Sunday in April, informing the congregation of 

all the church officers and their terms. !
• Employee reviews/ 6 months !
• Camp registration starts !

!

MAY !
• Set out nominations box for leadership. !
• All suggestions from the congregation for nominees shall be in the hands of the nominating committee on or 

before the last Sunday of May.    !
• Contact MCC for Jr/Sr hi activities for coming Fall/Spring Schedule !

JUNE 
• Scholarship applications are due by June 1 (as per policy change in 2019). 

!

JULY !
• The Nominating Committee shall present nominees to the Board of Elders for review and approval !
• Baby dedication !

!

AUGUST !
• The Nominating Committee shall report its nominations after interviews to the Elders then the Board for approval 

at the August Board meeting and present to the congregation at least 2 weeks prior to the Annual Elections (3rd 
Sunday in September) !

!

SEPTEMBER !
• Officers elected by ballot on 3rd Sunday (Annual election of Elders, Deacons, and Trustee) !

!
OCTOBER !

• Officers elected by Board:  Board Chairman, Board Vice-Chairman, Secretary of Board !
• Minister, secretaries, and custodian evaluations !
• Elect officers for Elders !

!

NOVEMBER !
• Committee budgets due to Stewardship Committee !
• Approve committee heads !
• Staff contracts/salary reviews !

!

DECEMBER !
• New Deacon and Elder Chairman turn in next year’s schedule !
• Committee heads bring committee members to board for approval !
• Approve next year’s budget !
• Second semester scholarship must be in by December 1st !
• Fair value assigned to parsonages !

!
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SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

         Scholarship Fund                  Scholarship Fund 
          Balance Sheet                       Profit & Loss 
As of December 31, 2020 January through December 2020  
  
1st State Bank Sch. Sav #0252948        15,898.49 
Total Checking/Savings                       15,898.49              Ordinary Income/Expense 
 

1st State Bank CDS                                   1,000.00       Income 
  

E. Jones  Atkinson/Palmer                     52,261.63             Dividend Income                               235.50 
 

E. Jones Sch. Int #296-17945-1-4          41,685.86              Edward Jones Div/Int Income       9,661.88 
 

E. Jones Schshp #296-11091-1-9          97,129.96              FSB CD Interest Income                       10.03 
TOTAL Other Current Assets              $192,077.45 
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS                    $ 207,975.94              Savings Interest Income                      26.52 
    TOTAL INCOME                         $9,933.93 
Carman Lesh Stock                                 1,900.00 
TOTAL Other Assets                                $1,900.00.             EXPENSE    
 Transfer to General Fund       $11,720.00 
TOTAL ASSETS                                      $209,875.94 
   Net Assets                                           211,662.01 TOTAL EXPENSE                        $11,720.00 
   Net Income                                           -1,786.07 Net Ordinary Income                 -1,786.07 
Total Equity                                          $209,875.94 
 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY.                $209,875.94 NET INCOME                            - $1,786.07 
 
 
 
 
!

 
Norton Christian Church is proud to support youth that attend approved religious based Colleges.  
The Scholarship committee works closely with the trustees who manage the financial funds for this 
account. !
For the Spring 2020 Semester (Jan. 2020) The Scholarship committee awarded $3,500 to four 
students.  Those students receiving $1,000.00: !

Jena Risewick (Ozark Christian College), Lauren Mordecai (Liberty University), Jace Smothers 
OCC).   Camden Cox received $500 (Tabor College).!

For the Fall 2020 semester (Aug 2020) the Scholarship committee awarded $5,800 to six students. 
Five  of those students received $1,000.00:   !

Jena Risewick (Ozark Christian College), Katelyn Skrdlant (OCC) Hadley Hauser and Kale Cox 
(Bethel MN), Lane Grewell (OCC), Hayley Mordecai received $800 (Taylor University) !

Submitted by Bill Johnson- NCC Scholarship Chairman.!
!

!
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TRUSTEES 

Christian Church Trustees 
Balance Sheet 

As of December 31, 2020 

 
  Assets 
  1st State Bank Trust Savings #0253197   $11,347.45 
  1st State Bank CDs      $  3,500.00 
  Edward Jones Trustee #296-111045-1-6  $71,786.56 
  Total Checking/Savings     $86,634.01 
 
  Total Assets       $86,634.01 
 
  Liabilities & Equity 
  Net Assets       $83,579.49 
  Net Income       $  3,054.52 
  Total Equity       $86,634.01 
 
  Total Liabilities & Equity     $86,634.01 
 
 
 
 

Christian Church Trustees 
Profit & Loss 

January through December 2020 
 
  Income 
  Edward Jones Int/Div Income    $3,011.22 
  1st State Bank CD Int. Inc.    $     26.32 
  Savings Interest Income     $     16.98 
 
  Total Income      $3,054.52 
 
  Expense       $      0.00 
 
  Net Income       $3,054.52 
 












